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4.5 billion
years

Radon is a
radioactive gas

It is naturally
occurring

The primary source
of radon is from the
ground

It comes from the
radioactive decay of
uranium which is
present in all rocks
and soils
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Radiological Protection
Institute of Ireland

- Statutory Agency of the Department of the
Environment

- Key Functions

- Advice to Government and public
- Regulatory Authority
- Monitoring and Measurement
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Advice to Government and public

Public Awareness Campaigns

- Working closely with our Public Relations Agency,
Murray Consultants

-  Communicating with national/local politicians and
Local Authorities

- Communicating with members of the public

Engaging with other State Agencies (MoU)
- Health Services Executive
- Health and Safety Authority
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Radiological Protection
Institute of Ireland

RPII does not :

Approve radon measurement services
Carry out radon remediation (list on website)
Train radon remediators (no training courses)

Implement Building Regulations (Dept. of
Environment and Local Authorities)

Provide medical advice
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Radon and ALARA

Linked to about 12% of lung cancer deaths
(internationally 3 % - 14%)

Radon makes the largest contribution to both
the collective and individual dose

Tackling radon needs input from many State
Agencies working together

Even more important in times of economic need

A cohesive strategy to reduce radon doses is

needed
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- National Radon
Strategy




Seeking support for the development
of a Strategy

Persuade others they have a role in tackling
radon:

- Public Health Agency (HSE)

« Health professionals (HSE)

- Health and Safety Authority (HSA)

* Local Government (DECLG)

Building control (Local Government)
Local and national politicians
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Seeking support for the development
of a Strategy

 Joint Position statement with HSE (2010)
declaring radon a manageable public health risk
and recommending the development of a
National Radon Control Strategy

- Briefing the Minister for the Environment and
other national and local politicians
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Seeking support for the development
of a Strategy

Supporting Local Authorities in their radon
programmes in social housing:

 Guidance documents

« Practical advice re measurement and
remediation

« Support with communications with tenants,
local politicians and the media
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Seeking support for the development
of a Strategy

National Radon Forum

- Attendance by staff from Government Departments
and Agencies

- Local national and local politicians invited
- Venue has allowed the message to be targeted

02010 Forum held in Cork to highlight Local
Authority work (4300 units measured)

02011 Forum was held close to Parliament and
opened by the Minister for the Environment

Radiological Protection Institute of Ireland
Bes@® An InstitiGid Eireannach um Chosaint Raideolafoch




National Public Awareness

- Highlight exceptional readings (>2,000 Bg/m?3)
- National and local media coverage

- State broadcaster (RTE) has covered the issue
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http://www.rte.ie/news/av/2010/0917/radon_av2820933.html#&search=radon

National Publicity — what does it look like?
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Radon in home at dangerous level

Radioactive gas in Sligo house was 13 times == SUmioiies o
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Local Public Awareness

- “"Radon Week” in high radon counties
 One message “take the radon test”

Briefing to local and national politicians
Public meetings

Media advertising
Interviews on local radio
Mail shot to each home
Billboards

Leaflet distribution

.
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Local Publicity - what does it look like?

Sligo home 13
times over cancer
causing gas limit

Radiation dose same as getting 3,000 x-rays a year
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Progress to date

In November 2011, the Minister for the
Environment announced a Government
decision develop a National Radon Control
Strategy for Ireland

Inter-Agency Group appointed by the Minister
4 Government Departments
6 Government Agencies

Strategy to be published by November 2013
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Progress to date

Inter-Agency Group work programme comprised of
6 work packages:

. Radon prevention in new buildings

Use of administrative/legal measures to increase
the rate of testing

. Communications and public information

. Competence in radon remediation

. Competence in radon measurement

Radon in workplaces

N —
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In parallel with:

« Stakeholder engagement
« Economic analysis !




Progress to date - on schedule

- Interim report to be submitted to the Minister
by November 2012

» Public Consultation begins January 2013
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Thank you for your attention

Any Questions?




